Funeral Info for Families
(while Emily is on maternity leave)
We are so sorry for your loss!

In the days following the death of a loved one, there are many arrangements to be made, and it can be overwhelming. Here are some details about planning a service at AUMC that we hope will make it easier for you to prepare and gather your thoughts.

· When a death occurs, please contact the church office. Lucille will work with you and with a pastor on call to arrange a date and time for the service. If you would like to have a reception at the church following the service, please let Lucille know that. Reception options are subject to the availability of a coordinator. 

· The pastor will contact you and set up a time to talk. In this meeting, you will be asked questions of logistics for the service as well as being asked to share some favorite stories and memories of the person who passed. It’s not important to share a full biography of the person’s life, but instead, to help the pastor to better know the person- stories are great for this. 

Logistical questions will likely include the following:

· Is this service going to include a burial at a cemetery or is it a memorial service?

· Do you anticipate that family members (or close friends) will be speaking? If one close person is speaking, it should be limited to no more than 10 mins. If several people are speaking, they should go no longer than 3-5 mins. Please encourage all speakers to time themselves- a person who just makes some bullet point notes may have no idea how long they are speaking. Names of planned speakers should be given to the pastor to list in the bulletin. You also have the option of opening up the floor so that people can share brief memories on the spot using a handheld mic that is passed around. Bear in mind that in some crowds, people are reluctant to speak, so people may not take this opportunity. Or it can go long….
· Any other family participation? E.g. a grandchild who would like to read scripture, a niece who is going to play a musical instrument, etc

· Do you want to include congregational singing in the service? Please keep in mind the number of people who will be present and whether they are likely to sing. If you’d like to include congregational singing, you will work with the pastor to select a couple hymns from the hymnal. The fee for a musician to play a funeral is $150. This includes gathering music, hymns, and postlude. Please bring this the day of the funeral. Lucille can supply you with the name of the musician if you are writing a check.
· If the person had a favorite scripture or was passionate about a biblical story, please let the pastor know. Often families don’t know this, and that is totally fine. It often works better if the pastor selects the scripture that he or she will be preaching. The pastor may opt to select a different scripture for the homily even if you provide one, although both may be read. 

· Please email the church office (ashtonumchurch@gmail.com) with the following information: the full name of the person as you would like it printed on the bulletin, birth and death dates, a link to an obituary if you would like that included (subject to space in the bulletin- we don’t always include these). Also, please send a digital photo for the front cover of the bulletin. If the photo you would like to use isn’t digital, you may bring in a print for Lucille to scan, but keep in mind that this is likely to be less clear and may not enlarge well. Also, please provide to Lucille your best estimate at how many people might attend the service- we know that you never really know this, but it’s helpful to have an idea of whether we should print 50 bulletins or 100 or 250…. Please make sure that the office has all of this information two business days (Mon-Fri) before the funeral so that we can print the bulletin.
